
This new year brings the GBA into its 101st year and leaves behind a year 
we will not soon forget! We are not just growing but thriving, even as this 
pandemic rages and we experienced this year’s winter solstice, with our sun at 
its lowest in the sky. We will step forward into this new year with our strong 

spring conference held via Zoom next month. Speakers sharing their knowledge include 
Jennifer Berry, Jay Evans, Jack Rowe, Cindy 
Hodges, Julia Mahood, Barry Bolling. Michael 
Minardi, David McLeod, Willa Beth Smith, Linda 
Tillman, Georgia Zumwalt, and Brutz English. It 
is my great hope that this will be the last online 
conference and we are planning to meet in person 
in September. I’m looking forward to seeing you 
and all of us being together.

We are so grateful to those GBA members who volunteer and have 
kept GBA humming along, helping all of Georgia’s beekeepers learn 
and grow. Special thanks to Linda Tillman, Jonathan Hayes and Karen 
Palmer for working and reworking all that needs to be done for our 
next conference and all the Zoom programs. I’m always in awe of our 
newsletter team, and currently Kathy Bourn and Peter Helfrich are 
doing a bang-up job. Gail Dean and Brutz have led on the legislative 
committee. Derrick Fowler, Marilynn Parker, Paul Berry and Luke 
Ellerman are settling into new roles and improving procedures for 
more efficacy. Sophia Price is managing the License Plate Proceeds 
Committee well with ample discussion and thought going into each 
request. Brutz English has another Honey Show planned pandemic 
style. You can find the rules on our website. There are others, such 
as Julia Mahood, who share their personal gifts when asked. I feel 
confident in this fine leadership and we all get continued training 
and guidance from past presidents, Mary Cahill-Roberts and Linda 

Tillman. I’m very aware that when you volunteer to do good works for the GBA, your family volunteers at some 
level also. I thank all your families for their part in GBA as well. You can read more about individual volunteers 
each month in Spilling The Honey.

Many of you have taken advantage of our license plate proceeds money and seeded special projects to improve 
your local associations and communities. Please think creatively about a new project for your group or 
community to begin this bright and beautiful new year and new century of GBA!

With Gratitude,

- Gina 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

JANUARY 2021 Newsletter editors:  
Kathy Bourn & Peter Helfrich

GINA GALLUCCI
President,
Georgia Beekeepers 
Association

FEBRUARY 
20th
8:30 AM - 
4:30 PM

SPRING
CONFERENCE

ZOOMHeld 
Online 

Via

2021

Spring

Artisan 

Honey
Show

PLUS

For conference information,  
click here.

To register for the conference, 
click here.

https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133
https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133
https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133/RegistrationsList


As you know, our GBA Virtual Fall Conference was held on 
Zoom and many clubs are holding club meetings on Zoom.  
Here in great detail are the ways to make Zoom work for you 
on a computer. If you use iPad or phone, the same options 
are available to you, but you may have to explore a little to 
find them.
1. You will receive the Zoom link by email when your 

club or committee sets up a meeting. Click the link 
and follow the prompts to arrive in your Zoom meeting. 

2. Views on your screen (upper right corner of your 
Zoom screen)
•  You can use Gallery View 

to see everyone in little quilt 
squares. The person speaking 
has a yellow line around  
their screen to help you find 
him/her.

•  You can use Speaker View, 
which means the person 
speaking occupies the main 
portion of the screen with  
the rest of the participants  
at the top.

•  Arrows on the side of the main window will show you the 
quilt squares of everyone else at the meeting. 

3. Share screen for speaker/president/ 
 leader of the meeting
•  You will not be able to share your screen
•  In most instances, the speaker/president/leader of the 

meeting will share his/her screen on which you’ll see 
their slides or watch their movie.

•  When the screen is shared, you see the shared screen 
with the person who shared the screen in a little box at 
the top. If you choose speaker view, you’ll only see the 
speaker and have a less obstructed screen. If you choose 
gallery view, the speaker will be on top with a stack of a 
few people under the speaker.

4. Move your cursor at the bottom of your screen 
and you’ll see lots of options. 
•  Mute - on the far left is where your mic 

should be throughout the talk. The host can 
mute everyone. For our keynotes you will 
not have the choice to unmute until the talk 
is finished.

•  Start/Stop Video – this is about how 
you are seen by others. If you don’t have a 
camera on your computer or if you don’t 
want to be seen, you can choose whether or not to have 
your video “on” by clicking on the camera icon

•  The Chat Button in the center of the 
bottom of the screen allows you to chat with 
“Everyone” or with a specific person. The 
drop-down window beside “Everyone” gives you a list of 
people and you can choose someone at the meeting with 
whom to have a private chat. This is a great way to put in 
questions for the speaker by directing a chat to Everyone 
or to the designated Co-Host

•  Reactions allow you to give “applause” or 
a “thumbs up” to your speaker if you like 
something she/he says. 

How to Attend a zoom Meeting

You Can Zoooooom, Too!
The GBA Zoom Committee has made it easier than ever to take advantage 
of the GBA Zoom accounts for your meetings. Please fill out The GBA Zoom 
Account Reservation Form that meets your needs:

• LOCAL CLUB MEETING: If you are a president or program chair planning a local club meeting with a 
speaker, with Q&A, to watch a GBA library video, or just to get together: please click here to reserve.

• GBA DIRECTOR: If you are planning to meet with the club presidents of the local clubs in your assigned 
area: please click here to reserve.

• GBA COMMITTEE: If you want to schedule a meeting of a GBA Committee: please click here to 
reserve.

https://georgiabee.wufoo.com/forms/p54quib1pmp77t/
https://gbazoom.wufoo.com/forms/zw8yudu0kryzd3/
https://gbazoom.wufoo.com/forms/m12mokm20fc5an4/
https://gbazoom.wufoo.com/forms/m12mokm20fc5an4/


The University of Georgia College of 
Veterinary Medicine established a 
one-of-a-kind program that will give 
residents and senior veterinary students 

clinical training experience with honey bees. The 
program is headed by Dr. Jeorg Mayer, Associate 
Professor of Zoological Medicine.

Dr. Mayer shared with us this video showing 
how veterinary students are preparing to 
diagnose and treat honey bee diseases. They are 
establishing a vet school bee club with more than 
100 students interested in participating. The 
students not only actively care for the colonies at 
the school, but are educated on all health aspects 
of the honey bee as well. The goal is to prepare the 
emerging UGA veterinarians to help beekeepers 
and the beekeeping industry maintain healthy 
colonies. 

Dr. Keith Delaplane, director of the UGA Honey 
Bee Program, is partnering with Dr. Mayer to 
expand the program even more. If you’d like to 
read more about it in the UGA newspaper, UGA 
Today, click here.

Dr. Mayer wants to let GBA members know 
that this program would not have been possible 
without the continued support of GBA and the 
UGA Bee Lab. “I am extremely grateful to the 
GBA for having the foresight and wisdom to  
deem this a support-worthy project.”  

UGA Creates Bee Vet Program

 How to Apply for GBA License Plate Funds

From Dr. Jeorg Mayer’s video, a UGA veterinary student evaluates a honey bee 
colony as part of the university’s new program.

GBA is bringing in a lot of money 
from the license plate sales and we 
want to use it across our GBA clubs and 
members to support educational purposes.

If you are an individual and want to apply 
for license plate funds, you must be a GBA 
member. If your club wants to apply for 
license plate funds (PLEASE DO), all four 
of your officers (president, VP, secretary 
and treasurer) must be GBA members. 

Here’s how you apply:  
Click here and follow all of the  
instructions. 

https://twitter.com/universityofga/status/1340680860748541953?s=21
https://news.uga.edu/new-beehives-added-for-veterinary-training/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L4t6l_0ab-9N35P8Nacy4V1VdBAeol79OExhs-js8uc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L4t6l_0ab-9N35P8Nacy4V1VdBAeol79OExhs-js8uc/edit
https://twitter.com/universityofga/status/1340680860748541953?s=21


Each January, the Metro Atlanta Beekeepers 
Association stages an amazing one-day 
“Introduction to Beekeeping and Honey Bees” 
course. For its 2021 edition, MABA will be taking 

their one-day course online due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Offered via Zoom at a discounted rate of $75, the event will 
take place on Saturday, Jan. 30th, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Anyone who is interested in learning about honey bees can 
attend – even if a hive is not in your immediate future!

Because many clubs around the state are not presenting 
their usual introductory courses this year, registration 

to MABA’s 
online program 
includes a one-
year membership 
in the Georgia 
beekeeping club 
of the attendee’s 
choice, plus an 
additional $10 
donation to that 
club. 

Participants will 
receive expert 
instruction from 
an amazing panel 

of leaders in the beekeeping community. The course will 
cover everything a prospective beekeeper needs to know 
to get started with honey bees. Breakout sessions will 
allow smaller groups to ask questions and get answers. 
All registrants will receive a beekeeping goody bag that 

includes a copy of Dr. Keith Delaplane’s indispensable First 
Lessons in Beekeeping book, lists of equipment suppliers, 
beeswax lip balm, honey and more. 

Additionally, during the spring and summer months, 
hands-on experience with live bees will be available to 
all one-day course participants through MABA’s hive 
inspection program. Hive inspections are also offered 
online through Zoom. 

 
To register for the course, click here.

For additional information, email:  
MABAShortCourse@gmail.com  

Due to the pandemic, Spilling The Honey hasn’t been running our usual chart 
showing the meeting information from your clubs. To resume, we need your 
updated information about how and where your club is getting together. 

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM from the GBA website. 
It will give us your current president’s contact information as of January 2021. 
That person will receive an email asking for each month’s speaker and topic 
along with the meeting location and time. Please note under the location 
banner if the meeting is virtual, in person or hybrid.  Also put under the 
speaker/topic banner if the speaker will be in-person or virtual. 

MABA’s Virtual Introduction to Beekeeping 
and Honey Bees Open to All Clubs

Update Your Club’s  
Meeting Information

Let us know what's 
buzzing with you!

Please continue to  
share your stories and  
photos with us. We  
appreciate your articles 
and updates on all your 
club activities. Thanks  
for taking the time to  
contribute to Spilling the Honey!
   – Your Editors  
        gbanewsletters@gmail.com

Kathy
Bourn

Peter
Helfrich

Because many clubs 
around the state are  not 
presenting their usual 
introductory courses 
this year, registration to 
MABA’s online program 
includes a one-year 
membership in the Georgia 
beekeeping club of the 
attendee’s choice, plus an 
additional $10 donation to 
that club. 

We need 
your info!

*

http://www.gabeekeeping.com/Forms/LocalClubForm
https://www.memberplanet.com/s/mababc/retreatregistration_44_1_1_1
mailto:MABAShortCourse%40gmail.com%20%20?subject=MABA%20January%20Beekeeping%20Course
http://www.gabeekeeping.com/Forms/LocalClubForm
mailto:gbanewsletters@gmail.com
https://www.memberplanet.com/s/mababc/retreatregistration_44_1_1_1


W e are thrilled to offer you an Online 
Spring GBA Conference. If you 
participated in the fall conference, you 
already know how much fun it was. 

With that experience behind us, this will be an 
even more wonderful adventure for all of us.

We have some great speakers lined up and all of 
them are offering talks that you will enjoy. Our 
lineup includes Jennifer Berry, Jay Evans and 
Jack Rowe. The program will be posted here 
when it is available.

We also will have breakouts on topics helpful to 
us in Georgia, presented by mostly Georgia folks. 
In your registration, we will ask you to choose 
one breakout to attend during the day of the 
conference, but we will record the breakouts and 
make them available to registered participants in 
our virtual conference to watch for the two weeks 
following the conference as well. Potentially you 
could see every breakout.

We are so pleased that you will be joining us 
on February 20 for our day-long GBA Spring 
Conference online. We look forward to seeing you 
all on Zoom! 

SPRING
CONFERENCE

2021
ZOOMHeld 

Online 
Via

FEBRUARY 

20th
8:30 AM - 
4:30 PM

TIME TOPIC SPEAKER

8:30 Opening Remarks Gina Gallucci

8:45 Coping With Pesticides Jack Rowe

9:35 Tackling the Interactions of Stress  
and Goodness on Bee Colonies

Jay Evans

10:25 BREAK

10:35 The BIP Sentinel Program Geoff Williams

10:50 Results of Oxalic Acid Study Jennifer Berry

11:40 LUNCH

12:25 Club Photo Montages

12:45 Breakout Sessions:

The Importance of Raising Your Own Queens/ 
Use of Queen Hotels

Barry Bolling

Races of Honey Bees: What You Need to Know Cindy Hodges

Bee Club Apiaries Julia Mahood

Making Mead Michael Minardi

Diseases of the Brood David McLeod

Medicinal Honey Willa Beth Smith

Offering a Virtual Hive Inspection for Your Bee Club Linda Tillman

Photography for Honey Shows:  
Continuing Education for Honey Judges

Georgia Zumwalt

1:30 Beginning Beekeeping Jack Rowe

2:15 BREAK

2:25 Novel Treatment Strategies for Bee Disease Jay Evans

3:20 Artisan Show Awards Brutz English

3:25 The Sunny Side of Beekeeping Jennifer Berry

4:00 Closing Remarks Gina Gallucci

For conference information,  
click here.

To register for the conference, 
click here.

https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133
https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133
https://gba17.wildapricot.org/event-2710133/RegistrationsList


The 2021 GBA Artisan Show will be held on 
Saturday, February 6th at the Lamar County  
High School (Cafeteria, #1 Trojan Way, 

Barnesville, GA 30204). 

This show is going to be more like our traditional honey 
shows than was the fall honey and beeswax show. GBA 
members will be able to submit entries either in person, 
via proxy, or by mail/shipping. Exhibitors who wish to 
submit exhibits in person or by proxy may do so either 
the morning of the show or the evening before. Exhibits 
submitted via mail or shipping must be received by 
Friday, February 5th. 

Complete rules for the 2021 GBA Artisan Show can be 
found on the GBA website (click here). 

 by Brutz English 
GBA Director and Honey Show  
Committee Chair

Let Your Artistic Side Show!

Spring

Artisan 

Honey
Show

2021

http://www.gabeekeeping.com/Georgia/honeyShows
http://www.gabeekeeping.com/Georgia/honeyShows


TO KEEP YOUR HONEY BEE  
SENSES SHARP, SEE HOW MANY 
OF THESE TRIVIA QUESTIONS 
YOU CAN ANSWER CORRECTLY. 

THERE’S NOTHING

Trivial 
ABOUT HONEY BEES!

1. How many worker bees does it take to equal the weight of one plain M&M candy?  
  5 workers

  10 workers

  20 workers

A
B
C

4. A forager bee can carry what  

percentage of her own weight  

in nectar and pollen?

  20%

  50%

  80%

A
B
C

3. What name did Native  Americans use to describe  the honey bee?

  The white man’s fly
  The black bee

  The fearsome fly 

A
B
C

2. A queen bee can lay in excess  

of  2,000 eggs per day, a quantity 

that is:

  Half her body weight

  A quarter her body weight

  More than her own body  

                weight

A
B
C

5. Per capita consumption of  honey in the United States is  how much per year?
  1.5 pounds

  2.25 pounds
  .75 pounds

A
B
C

See answers on page 14.  



by Mickey Anderson

T here was no beekeeping program at UGA when 
I arrived there as a junior transfer student 
in September, 1969. Dr. Horace Lund, then 
Entomology Department Chair, had some 
colonies of bees but didn’t teach any courses 

on beekeeping. Dr. Alfred Dietz was hired as an associate 
professor to fill that void. I signed up for Dr. Dietz’s 
introductory entomology class. An entomology graduate 
student looked at my schedule, and told me that Dietz was 
a real trouble maker, and to take it another quarter when a 
different professor was teaching it. I disregarded his advice 
and took the course under Dr. Dietz.

 At the end of the fall quarter, Dr. Dietz told the class that 
he was teaching a beekeeping class in spring quarter 1970.  
About 12 students took it, and my beekeeping career began. 
None of the students had any beekeeping experience, so 
we all learned together. In the first beekeeping lab, we 
nailed together all the woodenware necessary to make a 
hive – frames, supers, hive bodies, bottom boards, inner 
covers, outer covers. All of this “wooden stuff” seemed to 
be mixed together and we had to figure out which piece to 
nail to what. Dr. Dietz was not there, and the graduate lab 
assistant knew less about beekeeping than the students did. 
I nailed my deep hive body together with the handle holds 
on the inside! 

Around the middle of April 1970, we received 25 packages 
of bees and the students installed them all on foundation. 
We had a three-hour lab each Tuesday and Thursday, 
during which we took extensive notes on our assigned 

colony. The other three days, we had a one-hour lecture.  

I wanted to study apiculture, and concurrently, Dr. Dietz 
was in the initial stages of developing his beekeeping 
program at UGA. None of the 50 or so graduate or 
undergraduate students at the UGA entomology 
department were interested. This meant that I was the only 
beekeeping student! Dr. Dietz needed royal jelly for his 
research. So with only a few days experience as a beekeeper, 
my first job was collecting royal jelly. To do this, I set up 
about five colonies for queen rearing. I learned how to graft 
larvae; then, I took the three-day old queen cells, removed 
the queen larvae, collected the royal jelly, and cycled the 
hive back to repeat the process. These queen-rearing 
colonies were located on the roof of the six-story Biological 
Sciences Building. When I was on the roof, I could look out 
across the street at Sanford Stadium and could see almost 
the whole football field (long before it was closed in). 
Occasionally, I watched the freshman football team (UGA 
had a freshman football team in 1970) play their games. At 
other times, I watched and listened to the band practice. 

In June 1970, one of Dr. Dietz’s research projects was to 
evaluate the mineral contents of different age bees that 
lived in natural, free-flight hives. To do this, I had to mark 
emerging bees once a day. I selected about 50 deep frames 
with emerging brood and put these in an incubator. Each 
day, I brushed about 1000-1500 newly emerged bees into a 
box that I designed and built from scrap wood. The marking 
box had a #8 wire mesh hinged lid and a movable bottom 

Beekeeping at UGA in the ’70s

Above:  Mickey Anderson teaching queen grafting 
at Metro Atlanta Beekeepers Assoc. Photo by Linda Tillman

Left: Dr. Alfred Dietz (left) and Mickey Anderson 
outside Deitz’s office in the UGA Biological Sciences 
Building (about 1971/72). The picture on the door is 
a bee louse (Braula coeca) taken by Dr. Dietz with a 
scanning electron microscope

(continued on next page)



How nice it was to settle in on a cold December day with 
a cup of hot tea (with honey of course!) and catch up on 
my bee magazine reading. Even better was to open up the 
December issues of both Bee Culture and American Bee 
Journal and see our GBA members and activities featured. 

Jonathan Hayes and Linda Tillman shared our “Zooming 
Success in Georgia” in ABJ.  They offered a great blueprint 
for putting on a statewide beekeeping conference in 
a Covid world.  It covered the planning process, the 
mechanics involved, and the lessons learned. Now we all 
know how much blood, sweat and tears goes into putting 
on a conference for us.

The editors of Bee Culture included two of our GBA 
members in the December interviews issue.

One story tells how Jennifer Berry traveled down the very 
winding road from biomedical engineering to stand-up 
comedian to thespian to beekeeper to research professional 
and lab manager for the UGA Honey Bee Program. 

We all know Julia Mahood as our “can do anything” 
beekeeper and now the Bee Culture readers know it too. 
Julia is working to elevate the importance of honey bee 
drones by elevating her mechanical drone – or Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) – to find and research drone 
congregation areas (DCA). She has perfected the method 
and hopes to encourage others to find their own DCAs by 
using her Map My DCA website. Readers can also learn 
about the incredible GBA Prison Program that Julia heads.

We’re so proud of how GBA represents! 

with a soft foam cover. I would dump about 100 bees into 
this marking box then give them about one second to 
upright themselves and separate. Bees less than one day 
old don’t fly so I  could move the square piston-like bottom 
up to gently pin the bees and lock it in place. I used a small 
stick dipped in quick-drying model airplane paint and 
marked about 100 bees every three minutes. Every night 
around 9 pm (weekends and holidays included for about 
three months), I would take these bees and put them in 
a selected colony. I smoked the receiving colony heavily 
and dumped in the newly emerged bees. Practically none 
of them were killed by the receiving colony bees. Then, on 
any given day the researcher could go back to this colony 
and know (to the day) how old the marked bees were. I 
marked more than 70,000 honey bees. We recovered some 

20,000 marked bees, getting them at three-day intervals 
from three to 45 days old, with the oldest bee being more 
than 60 days old.

During this first year (1970), Dr. Dietz was actively 
contacting different officers and other members of the 
Georgia Beekeeping Association, introducing himself and 
telling them about his teaching and research duties. The 
first year, he scheduled a weekend field trip in May for all 
the students in the beekeeping class to visit a commercial 
queen-rearing operation and Dadant bee supply 
warehouse, both located in Hahira, Ga. Also in June, on a 
Sunday afternoon, a group of about 20 beekeepers from 
one of the clubs in the Atlanta area came to UGA and we 
showed them our new lab. I discussed our research and 
demonstrated the bee marking project. 

GBA Represents
by Kathleen Bourn

(continued from previous page)

Beekeeping at UGA in the ’70s



Kathy Bourn is often seen at GBA Conferences 
selling raffle tickets. She volunteers at many 
levels in the beekeeping world. She has 
served as president and now treasurer of the 
Lake Hartwell Beekeepers Association. She 

has organized and chaired their short course for several 
years. And for the last two years she has been one of the 
co-editors of the GBA Newsletter, Spilling the Honey.

I caught Kathy on a rare day off. She has worked as a video 
photographer in the news department of 11Alive (WXIA-
TV) in Atlanta for over thirty years. Even though many 
employees at Channel 11 are working from home in COVID 
world, Kathy is on the field crew, visiting news sites such 
as the Black Lives Matter protests and the inevitable fires 
or weather storms. Her in-person job involves wearing a 
mask on a daily basis and she has quite a mask collection. 
Masks are difficult when you are a video photographer 
– they can cause a foggy viewfinder on the camera – so 
finding the right one is quite the challenge.

During the week, Kathy lives in Atlanta and every weekend 
for the past 23 years she has driven to Hart county where 
she has 170 acres of land in Canon, Georgia, near Lake 
Hartwell. Kathy was born in Illinois and when she was 
12, her family moved to Arizona, where she lived until 
after college. In her early career, she worked for the NBC 
affiliates in Tucson and Phoenix, and then moved to 
Atlanta where her sister lived to work for Channel 11, the 
NBC affiliate there.

Kathy’s father was in construction and since there were 
only girls in her family, she said, “I was always on the 
other end of the two by four.” She learned building skills 
from him and now lives in a house she built herself from 
the ground up! In Kathy’s early Atlanta days, she bought 
and renovated houses in Grant Park. She renovated about 
a dozen houses in that historic Atlanta neighborhood. She 
lived in about four of those and rented or sold the others. 
All of this prepared her for her land purchase in 1997. 

During the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, Kathy was assigned 
to follow the torch run which went all over Georgia. In 
the process, when the torch went through Hart County, 
Kathy said, “I really liked it. It was above the gnat line and 
not too mountainous.” She purchased 86 acres of land 
there and has added more acres to her property since. 

She brought all of her construction talent to the building 
of both her house and her guest house. The building 
job is always a work in progress. She took a break from 
plumbing the upstairs of her house to talk to me for this 
article.

She started keeping bees about six years ago and 
discovered that she could also build houses for the 
bees! She has top bars, Langstroths, Warre hives, long 
Langstroth hives, and a Layens hive, all of which she built 
herself. Kathy loves her tools which she affectionately calls 
her “implements of destruction.” She converted a garden 

by Linda Tillman,  GBA Past-President 

GBA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Kathy Bourn

(continued on next page)

Above: Kathy running a raffle ticket sale (top) and leading a hive 
inspection (bottom).



cart into a rolling Bee Buggy which includes a nuc box, a 
frame rack, a place for her log book, and of course, space 
for all of her tools. The Bee Buggy moves from hive to hive 
with her.

When Kathy’s mother retired 18 years ago, she moved to 
the farm to live with Kathy. Her mother holds down the 
fort during the week, feeding the ducks and chickens while 
Kathy is in Atlanta. Only Kathy takes care of the bees. 
Most of her bees are at her farm, but her Lake Hartwell 
club has two of Kathy’s top bar hives at the Agriscience 
Center where the bee club meets. These hives are teaching 
hives for the school students.

Kathy volunteers because she “doesn’t like to sit and watch 
other people working.” She describes herself as a “good 
worker bee.” She said, “I don’t have to be in charge, but 
I love actually working.” When she went to her first GBA 
conference, she asked the people selling raffle tickets if 
there were something she could do to help and she has 
volunteered ever since. As a beginner beekeeper at that 
time, she said she could do something like sell tickets and 
not have to answer questions that she wasn’t informed 
enough yet to answer.

With each volunteer job Kathy takes on, she stretches 
herself. Usually something about each job is a little outside 
her comfort zone. When she was the president of Lake 
Hartwell, she hadn’t had the experience of standing up 
and talking in front of groups. Now, she is comfortable 
giving bee presentations! In the newsletter editor job, 
every month around the 10th, she gets worried that there 
will not be enough material for the newsletter and yet, 
every month there is plenty. She has honed her already 
good organization skills in this job and she has a great 
system for putting the articles that come in for each 
publication in working order.

In shooting video for her Channel 11 job, Kathy is 
challenged to“make situations that exist look as interesting 
as possible.” In the GBA/Lake Hartwell world, Kathy takes 
lots of photographs with that as her guiding principal. She 
doesn’t stage photographs; she sees existing situations and 
tries to record them in interesting ways. GBA has certainly 
benefited from the many photos that she has taken during 
GBA events. 

Kathy belongs to several beekeeping groups: Lake 
Hartwell Beekeepers, MABA, GBA, and the Natural 
Beekeeping Atlanta Meetup. She discovered the best thing 
she likes about getting together with other beekeepers 

is that “with beekeepers you can have a dentist next to 
a nuclear scientist next to a farmer - the topic is always 
just how are your bees. People from all aspects of life are 
joined in common by this little bug. It’s nice being a part 
of that.”  

Volunteering is a great way “to meet others who are 
passionate about bees and beekeeping.” Kathy looks 
forward to continuing to be “a worker bee; a part of the 
mechanism.” We are so lucky that GBA benefits from the 
enormous volunteer energy of Kathy Bourn. 

GBA VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

(continued from previous page)

Above: Kathy and her bees clean up after a honey harvest (top); Kathy 
with GBA past-president Linda Tillman (bottom).



The Beekeeper’s Workbench:

A Long Lang Quilt Box
by Holli Kircher

I 
made this quilt box/feeder shim for my long langstroth hive. 
I’m sure I made it more complex than it needed to be, but I 
wanted to make sure I wouldn’t have to pry off the propolized 
base. Instead, I just lift off the inner quilt box (I use cedar 

dog bed shavings) and then I can easily add my sugar bricks. 
It’s kind of hard to tell in the photos, but I allowed enough room 
underneath the quilt box and the tops of the frames to set the 
brick on the frames below. I may have made it harder than it 
needed to be, but I’m pretty happy with the result! 



 

for Local  

Club PresidentsPost-it

The Heart of Georgia Beekeepers met in person for the first 
time since March on December 15th at the Fair Bridge Inn 
in Perry. The large meeting room provided ample social 
distancing space for those in attendance. It was also a hybrid 
meeting via Zoom, hosted by Karen Palmer. President 
Jonathan Hayes updated the members on several club matters 
and announced the officers for 2021. The new officers are:  
Anita Curry, president; Glen Christopher, vice-president; Hazel 
McCurdy, secretary; Emily Heath, treasurer; Doug Romans 
and Joe Santiago, directors.  Door prizes were awarded and 
each member received a HOGBA mask from the club. The 
2020 Beekeeper of the Year was awarded to our president, 
Jonathan Hayes. In addition to his service to our local club, 
Jonathon also devotes a great deal of time to the Georgia 
Beekeepers Association where he is currently the chairman 
of the GBA Zoom Committee. As part of the state committee, 
Jonathan continues to coordinate three committee members in 
hosting Zoom meetings for clubs all across Georgia. Jonathan 
helped to plan and host the GBA Fall conference, all of which 
was online. By hosting the two-day event, each time a new 
session was presented, Jonathan appeared to introduce that 
speaker. This responsibility included editing all of the videos 

from the conference and posting them online for two weeks 
afterward, a time-consuming service. An article co-authored 
by Jonathan Hayes and then GBA President, Linda Tillman in 
the December issue of American Bee Journal describes how 
an online conference was accomplished and the contributions 
made by Jonathan. Our president has devoted time and effort 
to our beloved beekeeping and to the keepers of bees.   

Please help us by sending your meeting information facts through the Wufoo form 
(that’s the who, what, when, where and why of your upcoming monthly meeting). 
Send the news about your club (description of a speaker’s talk at your club’s meeting, 
short course announcement, photos, events, etc.) to gbanewsletters@gmail.com

Club  
News

Tara Beekeepers Association
Tara Beekeepers Association has announced that Deb DeWitt will serve has its president in 2021.

After a short 2020 hiatus, Tara Beekeepers has planned the first six months of our 2021 calendar 
and we are excited to announce our new schedule.  We meet on the 3rd Monday night of the 
month at 7 pm. Please check the website for featured Zoom guest speakers. Zoom enables all to 
join our meetings and see how we provide education to our members. We will resume in-person 
meetings in July 2021 (COVID permitting).  

Tara Beekeepers Association is also holding a hive painting contest in April. Persons interested in 
entering can see the details at tarabeekeepers.org. Prizes will be awarded!  

Heart of Georgia Beekeepers Association

Jonathan Hayes receives his award from Emily Heath, HOGBA treasurer.

•   To request a Zoom meeting using the  
     GBA Zoom accounts, CLICK HERE.  
    (You may use Zoom for club meetings, 
board meetings, hive inspections, discussion 

groups, meetings with your director, etc.)

•   To see the “card catalog” of videos available to show to your club as a 
program when you don’t have a live speaker, CLICK HERE.

•   To learn how to request funds from GBA’s License Plate Proceeds 
committee for educational projects, CLICK HERE.

•   To find out how to get a Z-kit for hybrid meetings with some people  
in person and others on Zoom, email Jonathan Hayes.

•   To update your club information with your new officers for 2021, 
CLICK HERE.

These links should be of use to every local president:

mailto:gbanewsletters%40gmail.com?subject=GBA%20Club%20News
https://georgiabee.wufoo.com/forms/q1zwrvz0fqyz4u/
mailto:gbanewsletters@gmail.com
mailto:https://www.tarabeekeepers.org/?subject=
https://georgiabee.wufoo.com/forms/p54quib1pmp77t/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OOcEdkPbWr6xlCvPQvIjrRgPx6e7AggB-igJRfyaqkw/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L4t6l_0ab-9N35P8Nacy4V1VdBAeol79OExhs-js8uc/edit
mailto:gbazoom4%40gmail.com?subject=Z-Kit%20for%20Hybrid%20Meetings
http://gabeekeeping.com/Forms/LocalClubForm


If you wonder what honey bees really do in the winter…
well, let us tell you our secrets. If you read the books 
– and believe them – you might think that all we do is 
cluster together and don’t poop until spring. What’s little 
known is that we have a very busy winter life. Once we get 

the colony yearly letter out, we spend time decorating the hive 
with golden propolis. Of course a lot of time is spent preparing 
food and, if we’re good little bugs, our keeper will bring us a nice 
lump of sugar. 

We do think about staying warm a lot, but none of us thinks it’s 
a good idea to start a fire. Sometimes we smell smoke, but we 
can’t seem to find the fire. Since we don’t understand what social 
distancing is, we stay close and warm. 

Our holiday celebration is centered around the winter solstice. 
We give thanks for more daylight and the promise of spring. If 
you look closely, you might see a couple of winter solstice ugly 
sweaters worn by a few of our crazier sisters.

We really pack on the pounds (or rather grams) until after the 
holiday, and then spend the rest of the winter losing weight. If 
it’s warm enough, we like to spend time perfecting our waggle 

dance.  Some of the girls get together and teach a class for those 
who could use the practice and the exercise. 

What you might be surprised to know is that we do make New 
Year’s resolutions. Honey bees usually resolve to improve their 
flying (some of our take-offs and landings are ugly), or to save 
more honey and pollen for a rainy day, or to be kinder to our 
keeper (maybe stinging a little less).  

The coldest days of winter are spent inside trying to keep the 
hive tidy, maybe straightening out some comb or cleaning a few 
cells. Keeping the mice out is a full-time job. Hive maintenance 
is always an issue. Some cracks usually need to be propolized or 
moisture problems dealt with. Of course, when our keeper comes 
along and decides to break the propolis seals, we have to fix that 
mess. 

As spring approaches, we sit down and analyze the colony’s 
resources to determine if we have had enough withholdings. If 
not, the girls know we have to get out and start bringing in the 
sweets as soon as the maple trees pop. 

Now you know the secret life of winter honey bees.  

The Secret Life  
of Winter Bees by Kathy Bourn (as told by Apis mellifera)

Trivia Answers:  
1.   B – 10 workers, or a little less than 10 grams
2.  C –  More than her own body weight per day 

3.  A – The white man’s fly, named for the new insect brought by  
             European colonists.
4.  C – 80% 
5.  A – 1.5 pounds per capita, according to the National Honey Board. 


